
This year marks the 100th anniversary of the birth of community foundations.   

Nationally, more than 750 community foundations are at the center of local civic 

life today.   

  

In 1914, Frederick H. Goff, a Cleveland, Ohio, banker and lawyer, believed that by    

pooling charitable resources into a single endowment fund, philanthropists of any 

means in his city could, collectively, improve their community.  Today, a full    

century later, his groundbreaking idea has not only led to the re-investment of more 

than $1.7 billion in grants in Cleveland through The Cleveland Foundation, it has 

spawned a form of philanthropy that is improving lives in communities across the 

country and around the world, including our own Ashland County. 

  

Community foundations in the United States collectively manage more than $48 

billion in assets and distribute more than $4.5 billion annually ð all to enhance the 

quality of life in local communities.   

  

While there are over 1,700 community foundations world-wide, more than 750 in the U.S. and 93 in the state of Ohio, there is 

only one community foundation in Ashland County.  We are privileged to be the Ashland County Community Foundation ð a 

charitable organization created by the people and for the people in our community.   

  

Whether it be Brown University, Ashland University or Ohio University, behind the pride of a family sending off its first college-

bound child are donors to the Ashland County Community Foundation.  Behind the revitalization efforts of those in our towns and 

villages is the board of the Community Foundation.  Behind the innovative classroom projects that motivate students in           

exhilarating new ways are the committee members and staff of the Community Foundation. 

   

Those of us who work for your foundation or serve on its volunteer board are privileged to be the stewards of community assets.  

We celebrate the 100th anniversary of community foundations with thanksgiving and recognition of the impact already made in 

our own Ashland County, excitedly anticipating what is to come in the years ahead.   

  

Thanks to the legacy of giving through the Ashland County Community Foundation, ordinary people are indeed doing             

extraordinary things.  In its 19th year, ACCFôs ñfamilyò includes more than 6,000 donors, its assets exceed $26 million, and to 

date, it has granted over $6.5 million to improve lives in Ashland County.  Thank you, ACCF donors, for making a difference! 
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Were you surprised 

to learn in our cover 

story that the very 

first community 

foundation was 

formed in Cleve-

land, Ohio?  Amaz-

ingly, the Cleveland 

Foundation, while 

returning $1.7 bil-

lion to its communi-

ty, has still amassed 

a current endow-

ment of over $2 billion!  A testament to the 

power of generosityéand a hundred years! 

 

While the Ashland County Community 

Foundation observes only its 19th year of 

existence in 2014, our story is also quite 

remarkable.  In the latest available data, 

ACCF was ranked 30th of 93 Ohio commu-

nity foundations, in terms of assets, and 36th 

in total grantmaking.  Our growth is cer-

tainly a tribute to the type of people who 

call Ashland County their home. 

 

Of the tens of thousands of charitable or-

ganizations in the U.S., only 750 share a 

mission similar to that of ACCF, which is 

to provide a sustainable form of philanthro-

py.   

 

Community foundations provide current 

community leadership and problem-solving 

capabilities, while preparing for the future 

with permanent endowment. 

 

As is the case with ACCF, community 

foundations can ease the charitable cash 

flow requirements of a community by act-

ing as its ñcharitable savings account.ò 

 

Gifts to community foundations can be 

made in the form of cash, both public and 

privately-held stock and real estate.  

Planned giving, through an estate or will, 

can be made with no cash out-of-pocket 

today.   

 

In most cases, a gift to a community foun-

dation is made part of a permanent endow-

ment and therefore the intention, the origi-

nal asset and the name of the donor are pre-

served forever. 

 

Community Foundations, like ACCF: 

¶ Know their communities 

¶ Help you achieve superior tax benefits 

¶ Make set-up and administration easy 

¶ Share your interests 

¶ Care about the future 

 

We would be pleased to tell you more 

about ACCF and to have a staff member 

provide a brief presentation on the 100-year 

history of community foundations to inter-

ested groups.  Please contact our office for 

more details. 

James M. Cutright 

FROM THE  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR (CUTTYõS CORNER) 

The Foundation is ñluckyò to have many 

generous and dedicated volunteers through-

out the community assist in the operations of 

the Foundation.  Scholarship screeners and 

readers, regular and occasional office sup-

port, newsletter and bulk mail preparers, 

Kids Who Care evaluators, and more gra-

ciously contribute hours of time and talent 

each year.  In total, more than 40 individuals 

volunteered their time in such capacity last 

year at ACCF.  

 

In an effort to thank these individuals, the Foundation will host a Volunteer Appreciation 

Open House on St. Patrickôs Day.  To these special people, we say,  ñThank you.  We are 

lucky to have you!ò 

LUCKY, LUCKY 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Lanie Hartge 

 Funds Administrator 

 Mindy Howman 

 Executive Assistant  

  
 

          *deceased 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

ACCF Mission 
 

To advance philanthropy and im-

prove the quality of life in Ashland 

County by supporting charitable 

activities in the community, provid-

ing and administering a variety of 

planned giving programs, and serv-

ing as responsible stewards of des-

ignated scholarships and individual 

funds for specific charities. 
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Nominate Ashland County students who demonstrate òGiving Backó 
 

Criteria: Initiative/Creativity, Community Benefit/Impact, Generosity  
 

Award Categories: Grades K -6, Grades 7 -8, Grades 9 -12 
 

NOMINATIONS DUE: MARCH 17, 2014  
 

Recognition event: May 8, 2014  
 

Nomination forms available on ACCF website or by calling 419 -281-4733 

NOMINATE A KID!NOMINATE A KID!   

KIDS WHO  CARE 2013 WINNERS 

Grades 9 -12 

Grades 7 -8 

Ava Bracken 
 

Sold t-shirts and ran a lemonade stand 
to raise money and awareness for ALS 
(Lou Gehrigõs Disease) in honor of her 
Grandpa Steve 

Grades k -6 

Emily Ebert  
 

Volunteered at 
the Ashland 
Public Library 
for the Summer 
Reading Pro-
gram and do-
nated used 
books to 
Ashland Mid-
dle School 

 

Jeremy Jackson, Skye Fetters,   
Dayna Taylor and Stormey Trayter  
 

Completed projects to raise money, provide 
support, promote peace and provide leader-
ship development that benefits Ashland 
County or International Projects of Rotary  
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WOMENõS FUND  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Happy 10th Anniversary Womenôs Fund! 

ñSave the dateò for a special celebration on Tuesday, October 14, 2014 from 6:00-

8:00 pm.  More details to come.   

 

 

Motherôs Day Cards 

The opportunity to honor or memorialize the special 

women in our lives will be available again this year.  

In honor of the Womenôs Fundôs 10 Year Anniversary, 

all will be encouraged to honor 10 or more special 

women.  Be watching your mail or check our website.      

 

 

Apply for a Grant 

Non-profit organizations with programs and projects to benefit Ashland County 

women are eligible to apply for Womenôs Fund grants.  Application deadline is May 

15.  Application forms and information are available on our website or at the ACCF 

office. 

 

 

Grants Impact 
The four 2013 Womenôs Fund grants recipients were announced at an October des-

sert reception at ACCF.  

   

Ashland Christian Health Center  

Womenôs HealthðHealthy Hearts 

 

Community Help Mission  
Educational component of Community Help 

Mission 

 

Lutheran Social Services of North Central 

Ohio  

Womenôs housing project 

 

Rape Crisis/Domestic Violence Safe Haven  
Shelter equipment 

 
 

Dr. Lucille G. Ford ñFreedom from Selfishnessò Award 
In recognition of ACCFôs founding president, the Womenôs Fund established the Dr. 

Lucille G. Ford ñFreedom from Selfishnessò Award in late 2013.  This award will be 

presented annually and will recognize an Ashland County woman who demonstrates a 

long-standing commitment to philanthropy. 

 

Dr. Ford, who defines philanthropy as ñfreedom from selfishness,ò demonstrates on a 

daily basis that a lifetime of dedicated, committed service truly does make our communi-

ty ña better place to work and to liveéfor generations to come.ò  This award program 

recognizes and honors Dr. Ford and the women in our community who exemplify a life-

time of philanthropy and achievement without boundaries, a giving of self without reser-

vation.  The inaugural award will be presented in October 2014 at the Womenôs Fundôs 

10th anniversary celebration. 
 

 
The mission of the Womenôs Fund is to create a permanent legacy that enhances the lives 

of Ashland County women.   

www.accommunityfoundation.org 

ATTENTION  STUDENTS  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

ACCF has implemented this year an 

online scholarship application and review 

process.  This new process greatly enhanc-

es student utilization for application and 

streamlines ACCFôs management of the 

review process.  We hope students, re-

viewers and others involved enjoy these 

improvements.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interest-free loans of $1,200 are available 

to traditional and non-traditional Ashland 

County students and residents continuing 

their education at two and four year ac-

credited institutions.  Resident household 

net worth must be less than  $250,000.   

 

 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS  

AVAILABLE 
 

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  

APRIL 1 

 

www.accommunityfoundation.org 

 

HESS EDUCATION LOANS 

AVAILABLE 
 

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  

JUNE 15 

 

www.accommunityfoundation.org 
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RECENT ACTIVITIES  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

www.accommunityfoundation.org 

ACCFôs Annual Donor  

Appreciation Dinner/Reception 

November 6th 

Womenôs Fund Grants Recipients/

Dr. Lucille G. Ford ñFreedom 

from Selfishness Awardò -  

October 8th 

Teacher Mini-Grants  

Reception 

November 12th 

   ASHLAND  COUNTY  COMMUNITY  FOUNDATION  
      300 College Avenue, Ashland, Ohio 44805 

      419-281-4733, Fax: 419-289-5540, Email: accf@accommunityfoundation.org, www.accommunityfoundation.org 

      Hours: Monday ï Friday, 8:30 am ï 5:00 pm 

PLEDGE CARD 
Yes, I/we believe in the work of the Foundation. 

I/We subscribe the sum of $_______ for the following.                 Total Gift $                                             Paid Herewith $  

                  Founder     Fellow+    Sustainer+     Pledge Term ______________ year      Balance $    

                  ($10,000 +) ($1000-9999)         ($1-999)             To be Paid: ____ Annually  ____Other      
ACCF General Endowment                  _____    _____        _____          Name*        

Ford Leadership/Operations Endowment             _____        _____          Address        

ACCF Community Grants Endowment _____    _____      _____                   

ACCF Unrestricted   _____    _____      _____          Signature        

ACCF Building Endowment  _____    _____        _____          Date        

ACCF Womenôs Fund                        _____    _____        _____          Memorial Name        

Individual Fund*                                     _____       
*List charity/charities for approved distribution(s)                                                                                                      *The names of Founders, Fellows and Legacies will be printed in our Annual Report as 

+Limited to funds held by ACCF                     written above unless otherwise noted by you. 

Your gift is tax deductible as allowed by law.  Please make gifts payable to The Ashland County Community Foundation and mail to 300 College Avenue, Ashland, Ohio 44805. 

_____ I have included ACCF in my will/estate plans. _____ Please tell me how I can include ACCF in my will/estate plans. 


